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There are many special moments to recount from the 2014 MRS
We Are Family concert. At the personal, individual level, one
report particularly moved me. My friends in the auditorium
reported an elderly lady in the audience, of my age, a visitor from
Italy, cried when she realized how many happy, smiling people
were showering love on the children, not just as parents but also
as professionals doing their job, volunteers helping out, off duty
doctors doing their bit .......

Those of you who attended this magnificent performance would
bear witness to the spectacular show put on by the kids, and the
enthusiastic applause from the ecstatic audience, with everyone
enjoying every moment of the evening. But what about the hard
work behind the scene that made the evening a success?
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Watching the MRS children acting out and dancing impeccably in
Peter and the Wolf would mistakenly lead one to imagine the
immense hard work of co-ordination between the children and the
orchestra in the run up rehearsals. Yes, MRS staff did the hard
work, coached the children, designed the scenery, constructed
the props, and made up the costumes. No doubt that involved
tremendous effort. What was astounding was that the children
and the HKMA Orchestra (HKMAO) never had the opportunity to
rehearse together before that fateful day apart from a single
partial run through at dress rehearsal immediately before the
actual performance. At this juncture, special mention should be
made of HKMAO Music Director, Mr. Isaac NG. He went up to the
MRS on several occasions during the preceding weeks, in his
own time, to participate in the kids’' preparation. Ultimately,
neither HKMAO nor MRS had the premises that could accommo-
date both the orchestra and the kids to join up before hand. In
practice, HKMAO could only ever get together in the evening after
normal working hours, and MRS children only attend school
during the day. This mismatch made it impossible to run joint
rehearsal. It must have been nerve wrecking for the team that
narrated the Peter and the Wolf story, live, weaving the story
telling into the music, the acting and the latter two not having ever
got together before hand.
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G’ j per tradltlon in }he We Are Family series, everybody from
MRS part:cnpated Parents and teachers attended evening
4 /r_eheérsals“_,wnh the HKMAO. Such extra efforts were what
r .~ made the éven.tual performance the resounding success.
i HKMAO accompanied the joint choir made up of parents and
staff. As expected, the performance of such happy melodies

was greeted with thunderous applause.

Let us remember to mention the evergreen MRS Great4 @MRS,
lest we forget because of familiarity. HKMAO had accompa-
nied this superb quartet in the past. This time, the four violin
soloists played the whole of a Vivaldi Violin Concert for Four
Violins, accompanied by a slightly reduced ensemble of the
HKMAO. It was a spectacular performance of a full scale, com-
plete concerto. All four soloists played marvelously from
memory.

HKMAO is honoured to have had this marvelous opportunity,
again to join MRS pupils, families, friends and staff to partici-
pate in this meaningful evening of music and fun. We dearly
hope our collaboration in the “We are Family” series of partner-
ship events will continue for a long time to come.
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Congratulations to all performers, organizers and audience, for
your dedication. In particular | would like to mention the special
co-ordination effort made by HKMAO long standing player
member, Ms Jenny CHER, who is also on the teaching staff of
MRS. This was also the come-back performance of our guest
conductor, Dr. Michael CHEUNG, a renowned physician cum
musician, and a generous donor for this charity event.

Thank you for the framed caricature of me. | shall always trea-
sure this as my only hand painted portrait.

Dr. Charles WONG Yat-cheung, Executive Chairman, HKMAO
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