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A Proud Evening for Mary Rose School at City Hall

“—Z N TG “We Are Family” series of collaboration concerts
between Mary Rose School & the Hong Kong Medical Association Orchestra
at City Hall Concert Hall, 20 May 2012
report by - HiiEB& 2k, Dr. Charles WONG Yat-cheung, HKMAO

Imagine the daunting prospect of having to perform live music on stage as
soloist to entertain 1,000 strangers at City Hall Concert Hall. Four Mary
Rose School (MRS) violinists, the “Great 4 @ MRS”, braved this prospect
with resounding success. The performance is available over the Web:
http://www.claying.net/studio/20120520.html - select item #7.

The Great 4 performed one of Antonio Vivaldi’s well loved violin concertos
written for four violin soloists. Each soloist played different but intertwin-
ing parts. The soloists were accompanied by a small ensemble of doctor-

musicians from the Hong Kong Medical Association Orchestra (HKMAO).
When on stage, the stance of one MRS pupil highlighted the group’s
disability, but when listening, their music rang out jubilant, clearly comple-
menting with each other. The audience’s ecstatic reaction was demon-
strated by their rapturous applause. Never before had these children had
the opportunity to perform to an enthusiastic audience of over 1,000 at the
most prestigious concert hall of the SAR.

On this joyous occasion, over 120 MRS pupils and staff joined hands with
doctor-cum-musician members of the HKMAO to support the performance
of the “Great 4 @ MRS”, together with an exhibition of artwork painted by
MRS pupils. What made this concert stand out from just another concert
was the MRS participation. This made the whole evening meaningful.

Before the music performance and during the intermission, in the lobby of
City Hall, there was an exhibition of paintings by MRS pupils with talent in
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graphic art. Another selection of specifically commissioned paintings was
later projected onto a screen to illustrate musical scenes performed as the
final piece of the evening, Mussorgsky’s Pictures At An Exhibition. This
was yet another opportunity that MRS pupils had never experienced — to
exhibit art work at the City Hall.

HKMAOQO is grateful for the privilege to perform with the MRS children. We
doctors treasure the opportunity to integrate children with handicap into
normal cultural life. Even though a few children did cause minor distur-
bances during the evening, they were warmly welcomed by the doctor-
musicians and the general audience. HKMAO will continue to strive to
empower children with disability with the opportunity to enjoy and to make
live music. The involvement of so many members of the school was what
made the title apt for the evening performance “—Z A" HEZ » “We Are
Family”.
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